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A Letter To A Baptist Pastor 


“Dallas, Texas | 
wired 7, LY56 
~mev. L T. — — 
Philadelphia, Mississippi 
“Dear Brother — 

“In February while I was in a 

revival in Binghamton, New York, 
your letter came asking several 
questions. I did not return to my 
pulpit until March. And since that 
time, revivals, our Bible school, 
my two papers, my pastorate, the 
radio, and my correspondence have 
kept me snowed under, and [I have 
not caught up with my mail. Please 
forgive the delay. 1 will gladly 
answer anybody’s questions on bi- 
ble doctrine, and the delay was 
simply that I did not get to your 
letter as I did not get to hundreds 
of others. As you know, -———'s 
vicious attack led to a wonderful 
response and letters came in from 
all over the country, most of them 
friendly and dozens of them from 
preachers. 
. “Your first question is: ‘Do you 
believe that one can have a similar 
experience as was had on the day 
of Pentecost, cloven tongues of fire 
and other tongues, etc?’ 

“In response, I will say that 
even in Bible times no two out- 
standing miracles were just alike 
as far as I recall. When different 
people were raised from the dead, 
the attending circumstances were 
not just the same. So I do not 
see any reason to expect that all 
the particular surrounding details 
would be repeated in any case. she 
cloven tongues as of fire and other 
tongues attending the filling of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost were not 
repeated when the disciples were 
filed again in Acts 4:31, but that 
time it was an earthquake. In 
other places in the New Testa- 
ment when people were filled with 
the Holy Spirit, those miracles did 
not attend it. Therefore, I believe 
that Christians certainly can be 
filled with the Holy Spirit with 
the same boldness and supernatural 
power of the Holy Spirit to win 
souls and witness for Jesus as the 
apostles and others received it at 
Pentecost, but I do not see any 


Mrs. Ridgway Refuses Big 
Offer; In Dallas Permanently 


We have received many congrat- 
ulations on the coming of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Ridgway as business 
manager of The Sword of the Lord 


and manager of The Sword Book 


Room, and day by day she is prov- 
ing her value more and more, In 
all my work she will be a valuable 
asset. 

Mrs, Ridgway’s character and 
ability are recognized by many, 
and several positions were open 
to her when she left Fort Worth 

d came to Dallas. 

Several times last week, Mrs. 
Bp an was called by her former 
employer. Wednesday morning at 
six o’clock, he called her by long 
distance and urged her to see him 
on a matter of great importance. 

Mrs. Ridgway came to Gaines- 
ville Wednesday night, was in the 
revival service, and talked. to me 
about it. She had business in Fort 
Worth on Thursday, the next day, 
and I told her that certainly it 
would be the proper thing for her 
to carefully consider all that was 
said. It is always best to count 
the cost. . 

Thursday in a long conference, 


she was offered $75.00 a week to go 
to Detroit with the Fundamentalist 


or offered other work in Fort 


Worth if she did not care to go 


(CONTINCED ON PAGE 4) 
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reason to expect, and have never 
expected nor sought the miracies 
of tongues of fire nor speaking in 
other tongues, nor earthquakes, 
etc. I believe that certainly we 
ought to have the same Holy spirit 
power to win souls, 

“In question two, you ask, ‘Do 
you believe the Word needs con- 
tirming with miracles and signs to- 
day ?’ 

“If you mean that theré was 
ever any lack in the Word of God 
which needed to be supplied by mir- 
acies, I do not think that is true 
now nor that it ever was true. “ihe 
law of the Lord is perfect, con- 
verting the soul,’ we are told in 
Psalms 19:7, long before the New 
lrestament was written. But | do 
believe that for God to show His 
miraculous power today is a bless- 
ing just as it always has been. 
Miraculous manifestations of the 
power of God in answer to prayer 
and faith were used to the glory 
of God in all the ages which are 
recorded in the Bible, and I nave 
no reason to believe that God has 
changed His plan about that. Cer- 
tainly the Bible never says that He 
has. In my own case, I know that 
when God has raised up the sick 
in answer to prayer, when it cer- 
tainly was not just nature, 
by supernatural power, it has 
caused a great interest in the gos- 
pel on the part of unsaved peo- 
ple, it has increased the faith and 
zeal of the children of God. 


“Any manifestations of God's 
power which shows He is the same 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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MRS, RIDGWAY'S CORNER 


By Mrs, Elizabeth Ridgway 
Manager, The Sword of the Lord 
and The Sword Book Room 


Pastor of 

Baptist Church 
In Austin, Texas 
Writes: 

“We are not 
using any de- 
nominational 
nor Internation- 
al Sunday 
School litera- 
ture in our new 
Independent 
Baptist Church 
which we have 
recently organ- 
ized. 1 am writing to you for any 
helps you can suggest to us to be 
used especially with the beginners 
and primary children. We have 
been using as our text book only 
the Bible, and are now studying 
the book of Acts. 

Can you let us have the methods 
and plans you use in your Sunday 
School and also in your work with 
the Young People? How do you 
organize them and keep them in- 
terested? What kind of literature, 
if any, do you use? Since you 
were with Dr. Norris’ church so 
long, you are acquainted with their 
way of doing things with the young 
people. What kind of work is done 
with the women, their plan of 
study and organization? Do you 
cooperate with the China Inland 
Mission, or with what agency do 
you work?” 

Ft, Worth Friend writes: 
“I am so sorry you are so far 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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“Los Angeles, California 
“June 7, 1936 
“My Dear Brother Rice: 

“We are so happy always to gel 
“The Sword of tne Lord.” we 
look forward to its coming into 
our home each week. We feel just 
like we have had a personal talk 
with you, John. lspeciaily glad 
were we to hear of your good va- 
cation trip to Chicago and your 
happy fellowship among the breth- 
ren. Oh, how much we do need 
the fellowship of God’s people to- 
day. 

“Tomorrow is a red letter day 
for Mrs. Roberts and me. Our 
big khaki tent, 60 x 120 goes 
up tomorrow. As you know, we 
have been earnestly praying for 
a location that we knew was of the 
Lord, to establish our permanent 
fundamentalist revival of gospel! 
truth in these parts. I uau 
number of happy contacts with 
Dr. William A, Matthews of the 
Los Angeles Theological Seminary 
when I first came out here, and 
we fully felt as though we wouid 
open our summer tent campaign 
down in Long Beach as I wrote you. 
But, Oh, so often our ways are 
not His ways. We continued in 
earnest prayer day and night for 
God to lead us to the right spot. 
suddenly, while alone wiia GOD, 
the door bell rang and a stranger 
to us entered. A sweet little 
spirit -filled woman entered and 


the Lord spoke to Moses and said, 
“Speak unto the children of Israel, 
that they bring me an offering: of 
every man that giveth it willingly 
with his heart, ye shall take an 
offering.” Then follows a descrip- 
tion of what the Children of Is- 
rael should bring to the Lord from 
their willing hearts. God told His 
servant Moses all the details of 
how they should make the ark of 
the covenant, the table of shew- 
bread, the golden candlestick, the 
curtains, the coverings, bars, and 
veils of the tabernacle: the cur- 
tains of the court, the oil for the 
light and the garments of the 


was still on Mount Sinai during 
those forty days in communion 
with God, the children of Israel fell 
into grievous sin and made them a 
golden calf. In their Idolatry they 
drank and danced naked around 
their idol and God’s anger fell up- 
on them. 3,000 were slain and then 
Moses interceded and begged God 
not to destroy the people. In the 
33rd chapter of Exodus God con- 
sented again to go personally be- 
fore the children of Israel in a 
pillar of fire and cloud instead of 
sending an angel on before them. 
His presence would go with them. 
Then He prepared the new tables 
of stone to take the place of those 
broken. God forgave His people. 


been able to instruct the people 


ale. So in the 35th chapter, al-_ 


priesthood. But alas! while Moses 


But until this time Moses had not 
about the offerings for the taber- 


most word for word he repeats to 
the people the instructions from 
pg given to him in the 25th chap- 
er 


Exodus 35:4-9 says: 

“And Moses spake unto all the 
congregation of the children of 
Israel, saying, This is the thing 
which the Lord commanded, say- 
i 

"Take ye from among you an 
offering unto the Lord: whosoever 
is of a willing heart, let him bring it, 
an offering of the Lord; gold, and 
silver, and brass, 

“And blue, and purple, and 


scarlet, and fine linen, and goat's} 


hair, 
“And ram's skins dyed red, and 
badgers’ skins, and shittim wood, 
“And oil for the light. and spices 
for anointing oil, and for the sweet 
incense, 


“And onyx stones, and stones 
to be set for the ephod, and for 
the breastplate.” 


These are the things the chil- 
dren of Israel are to bring. 

One of the richest books in the 
Bible is the book of Exodus, full of 
pictures of Jesus and a revelation 
of God. God’s plan of redemption 
is revealed in every type, every 
sacrifice, every feast day, every 
article of furniture of the taber- 
nacle and in the tabernacle itself. 


How the Wise Hearted of Israel 
Gave Offerings and Service For A 
Tabernacle That Pictured Christ 


A Meditation On - Exodus 35 


In the 25th chapter of icin 


Toma is really the book of re- 
demption, and Spiritual minds will 
find great blessings by meditative, 
Spirit-led study of this book of 
God. Exodus is not out of date, as 
the prayerful Bible student will 
find. 


In the very nature of the case, 
giving must hold a high and im- 
portant place in the worship of 
God. The only attitude of heart 
that can please God is an attitude 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


A Fine Letter From 
Evangelist C. E. Roberts 


= 
Ww 


began telling us this: ‘Oh, 
brother, we dont Know much 
about you, only we heard you were 
seeking tor a place for a tent meet- 
ing. 1 have been praying for just 
such peopie to come down into our 


community where I have organized | 


a humbie littie Sunday Scnool im ~ 
my home, and it has grown to ~ 


such proportions I have mad to ~ 
rent a large house with fourteen = 
rooms in it (by faith) and I have | 


nearly 200 chilagren who gather ev~- 
ery Sunday for the study of God's 
Word. ‘heir parents are hungry 
for God. ‘here has never been @ 
revival of real old time religion in 
our community and I have lived 
here for over ten years. Won't you 
come over and help us?’ 

“Instantly the spirit spoke to 
me through this littie saint of God 
and said, “There is the place for 
your summer revival.”” I never was 
so sure of God’s leading me in all 
my ministry. Not only did we find 
the following week a great company 
of children, but au their parents 
and a host more of hungry people, 
business men and neighbors, who 
say they will back us and pray 
for us as we step forward in Je 
sus’ name, 


will of God. 

“Il wrote you some time ago 
about your coming out for a cam- 
paign. Now we are all set. Any 
date you can give us, you will be 
welcome. We will keep the tent 
going all summer. We hope to 
build something permanent in this 
location, which is on West Wash- 
ington Blvd., near Culver City. 
This seems to be a spot every other 
revivalist has overlooked, or has 
the Lord preserved it for us? 

“Now if you cannot see any 
spare time to come this way, why 
not let us have Brother ana Sister 
Banta for about thirty days, be- 
ginning right away? Kindly let us 
hear from you real soon.” 

“Your brother in the gospel, 
(Signed) “C. E, Roberts” 

“P.S. We fell sure you can get 
many subscriptions for your 
“Sword” out on this coast. You 
may use my letter in it if you like.” ~ 


—_——9-————— 

Let us all pull together and con- 
tinue the good work of spreading 
the Gospel through the pages of 
this paper. 


Conversions Daily At Gainesville 


This is Tuesday afternoon. Last 


night in the Gainesville revival, we 
had either nine or ten conversions 
and reclamations with a very fine 
crowd. Sunday night several were 
saved, though there were clouds, 
lightning, and a sprinkle of rain. 
The great crowd was restive. It 
was not a church going crowd. 
More lost people and backsliders 
here are attending the revival than 
any revival I recall. People are 
being saved every night, men.and 
women, as well as young people. 


We are now giving an invitation 
every night, and every night 
thanking God for souls saved, 
though we do not yet have them 
coming by dozens and scores as we 
long to have and pray that we may 
have. 

I return home Friday night, and 
do what I can about the work in 
Dallas, and teach my class Sunday 
morning, and then preach at 11 


o'clock. Saturday night I had a 
meeting of the men. Besides that, I 
must write for two papers and 
yesterday (Monday) I dictated 
twenty-three letters. The reader 
can see my need for prayer that 
God will fill me with the Spirit, 
give me strength and patience and 
zeal for all the work. 

Most of all, I need a Holy anoint- 
ing every day for preaching the 


gospel whether in the pulpit or by ~ . 


pen, 
Sunday afternoon radio service 


on WRR is postponed for the time a 
being, since I cannot be on the air — 9, 


there at that hour and return here | 
in time for the Sunday night re-— if 
vival services. 


Thank God for the dozens whe . 


have been saved here already, af 
thank Him also for the mar A 
many others who, I Fcc will t 


saved in the coming days. 


“It is so wonderful to be in the: 


: 03. Mage! ah 4 » ‘ * 
roe i 4 ¥ PA. 3 % ee hte 
TOP ee: om ae A ap Ec P ies See a | a 

See iQ. t 


~ ness and sincerity of it. He was 
pa 


in getting out the gospel. He held 
revivals, he trained young preach- 
ers, he wrote letters that are now 
books of the New Testament, and 
probably many others, he organ- 


foreign missionaries. He preached 


4 gain them that are under the law; 
as without law, (being not without 
Christ), that | might gain them that 


| graphed sermons seemed to be 


- booklets proved helpful to many, 


“ ' tion and write a sermon or Bible 


March 3, 1897, 
JOHN R. RICE, EpirTor, Pastor of 


Published Weekly at 201 East 10th 


3 ‘Subscription price, 50 cents per yr. 


The Story of How I Got In The Book Business 


Getting Out The Gospel By All Means; Is It Right To Sell Books and Sermons In a Church House? 


Paul used every means possible 


ized churches, taught the converts, 
raised money for the poor saints, 
and was the most successful of all 


to Jews and Gentiles, to the rich 
and poor, in jail chained to a sol- 
dier, and to kings on their thrones. 

In I Corinthians 9:19-22 Paul 
said about this matter; 

"For though | be free from all 
men, yet have | made myself ser- 
vant unto all, that | might gain the 
more. 

“And unto the Jews | became 
as a Jew, that | might gain the 
Jews, to them that are under the 
law, as under the law, that | might 


"To them that are without law, 
law to God, but under the law to 


are without law; 

"To the weak became | as weak, 
that | might gain the weak; | am 
made all things to all men, that 
| might by all means save some.” 


Paul was a marvelous soul win- 
ner, and the reason was that he 
took every possible opportunity to 
get out the gospel. He said, “I 
am maderall things to all men, 
that I might BY ALL MEANS 
save some.” Paul usegd all the means 
at his command to spread the gos- 
pel, and so should we. 

For some years this pastor has 
felt the need to use every means 
possible to spread the gospel to 
every creature as Jesus command- 
ed. For that reason, I have held 
revivals, taught in Bible conferenc- 
es, preached in jails and on the 
street, and at an enormous expense 
preached the gospel to unnumbered 
thousands, likely millions, of ra- 
dio listeners on a dozen different 
stations, in Fort Worth, Dallas, 
Chicago, Wichita Falls, Abilene, 
Beaumont, Akron, Oklahoma City, 
San Antonio and Binghamton. 


Several years ago some pastors 
were greatly impressed with my 
sermon, “Can A Saved Person Ev- 
er Be Lost?” and urged me to put 
it in print. With a great deal of 
hesitation I wrote the sermon out 
and first scattered several thou- 
sand copies in mimeograph form. 
The demand was greater than I 
had expected. Then I found that 
the at mass of Christians knew 
nearly nothing of the Bible prom-+ 
ises concerning the return of Christ 
and His reign on earth. So I wrote 
down “Christ’s Literal Reign On 
Earth On David’s Throne At Je- 
rusalem.” These two mimeo- 

y used of God, and when I 
got $150.00 I had them printed in 
booklet form! My fears and trem- 
bling were turned to joy when the 


and they were ordered from far 
and near. 

A young man in Fort Worth, a 
Seventh Day Adventist, wrote me 
Saying he had heard my Bible 
teaching over the radio and was 
impressed with the simple clear- 


greatly troubled, he said, over the 
Sabbath question and asked if I 
would make a study of the ques- 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and of John R. Rice 


Entered as second-class matter, 
July 13, 1935, at the post office at 
Dallas, Texas, under the Act of 


Fundamentalist Baptist Church 


Street, Dallas, Texas 


study on this subject. I felt lead to 
follow his suggestion, and the lit- 
tie booklet, “sunday or Sabbatn, 
Which Should Christians Observe ?” 
was the result. It has helped many 
understand the Sabbath question, 
has released a number of Seventh 
Day Adventists from the bondage 
of the law, and I am told by a 
number of preachers that it nas 
greatly helped to clarify the typical 
meaning of the Sabbath and the 
Lord’s Day and to show that our 
Sunday is not a Sabbath at all and 
that Caristians are not under bond- 
age to keep a Sabbath since we 
have a far better day, the Lord’s 
day, to observe voluntarily. Dr. 
H. A, Ironside has printed this 
booklet in The Moody Uhurch News 
and it has blessed many in the 
pamphiet form, 

Next came the most popular of 
all my booklets, “What Must 1 Do 
To Be Saved’”’ which has been 
transiated and printed in three 
languages, and ot which some 2UU,- 
000 copies, we estimate, have been 
distributed. We have the names of 
over 500 people who have trustea 
Christ as Saviour through reading 
this booklet, and decision slips have 
been returned by readers who 
claimed Christ as Saviour, from 
the English, Armenian and Spanish 
editions. Multiplied thousands of 
copies of this booklet have been 
distributed free. 14)000 copies were 
given away, for instance, in ten 
days at the fat stock show at Fort 
Worth, 

After “What Must I Do To Be 
Saved?” came “Speaking With 
Tongues, Is It the Bible Evidence 
of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost?” 
It was the answer to the Pente- 
costal doctrine of speaking in 
tongues and has done great good. 
Friends in Chicago had an extra 
edition of several thousand copies 
printed for distribution there. It 
has helped many Christians see 
that what they need is not tongues 
or ‘any other fanatical manifesta- 
tion, but the real power of the Holy 
Spirit in life and witnessing to 
win souls; that Christians should 
seek not to speak with tongues, 
but should covet rather to proph- 
esy, and that soul winning power 
is the Bible evidence of the baptism 
or filling of the Holy Spirit. 

“Bible Baptism” with sixty-four 
pages was completed after long Bi- 
ble study and included material 
found in Chicago University library 
and Moody Bible Institute library 
that was invaluable. I remember 
that the first printing cost me 
$364.00 -But word has come from 
many who were baptized because 
of it. A Canadian preacher wrote, 
“I have just baptized nine who read 
your booklet on baptism. Send me 
another $1.00 worth for I know a 
number of others who will be bap- 
tized just as soon as I can get 
them to read your book.” 

In the midst of my first revival 
in Dallas which lasted fourteen 
weeks and ended with a new-born 
church with 300 members, I wrote 
“Rebellious Wives and Slacker 
Husbands” on the Christian home. 
My booklet on “Hell, What the Bi- 
ble Says About It” grew out of a 
series of sermons on Hell in which 
my own heart was stirred and 
broken over sinners. . 

Next came the booklet “The 
Second Coming of Christ in Dan- 
iel,’” then “Bible Lessons on Rev- 
elation,” concluding the study of 
my five year’s course of correspond- 
ence lessons through the Bible (the 
other books had all been put in 
mimeograph form). Later the “Bi- 
ble Lessons On I Corinthians” were 
put in print. Then “The Church 
That God Blesses and Why” that 
tells the story of the blessings of 
God on our church in Dallas, “Be 
Ye Not Unequally Yoked Together 
With Unbelievers” was the out- 
growth of my study of the lodge 
question and modernism and what 
Christians should do about them. 
Then “Unchristian Christian Sci- 
ence” is a reprint of some articles 
in The Sword of the Lora on the 
unscriptural heresy of Christian 
Science. 

When Raymofid Hamilton was 
electrocuted I preached the follow- 


Advertising Rates on Request 


ing Sunday night on the subject 


of “Crime, Capital Punishment, 
the Wages of Sin and Death Bed 
Repentance.” God so blessed the 
sermons that many were saved. 
The next day I dictated it in full 
at one sitting, and the booklet has 
gone into the hands of every sheriff 
in ‘Lexas, to 200 members of the 
Dallas police force and to thou- 
sands of others— everybody else 
who would write for it. 

The only one of my sermons 
taken by a stenographer exactly as 
preached in the pulpit is “The 
Dance — Child of the Brothel, Sis- 
ter of Drunkenness, Lewdness, and 
Divorce, the Mother of Lust —A 
Road to Hell!” The language is 
colloquial, the sentences are some- 
times broken, sometimes awkard, 
but always positive. ‘the language is 
not that of the quiet study, but of 
the preacher under white heat be- 
fore a great congregation. It is 


on the prophetic portions of the 
Scriptures concerning particularly 
the second coming of Christ. I be- 
gan to urge people to buy Scofield 
Reference Bibles. Finally Mrs. 
Rice began to sell a few of them. 

Then we began to distribute the 
wonderful books by great Christian 
writers, Moody, Spurgeon, Torrey, 
Chapman, Gray, etc., in the Moody 
Bible Institute Colportage library. 
So before we knew it we found 
ourselves with a religious book 
store though it was carried on at 
first from my home and then from 
my office. Every step of the way 
was taken as a way of getting out 
the gospel. Like Paul I have en- 
deavored to be “all things to all 
men, that by all means (including 
printed gospel sermons, Bibles and 
other good books) I should win 
some.” 


The Policy of The Sword Book 
Room 


The Sword Book Room will not 
sell any books as a matter of mak- 
ing money. When it was suggested 
that we might sell note books, 
tablets, and- pencils to high school 
students (Adamson High School is 
a half block away) I said, “No.” 
We are not in a merchandise busi- 
ness. The Sword Book Room is not 
to make money, it is to get out the 


one of the most popular of ali | 8°Spel 


my booklets. 

“My constant Bible study has led 
me to prepare on many subjects 
and even now in my desk I have 
several valuable manuscripts, some 
of them book length, on “The Verb- 
al Inspiration of the Bible,” on 
“The Church,” on “The Holy 
Spirit’ on “Baptist Modernism,” on 
the heresy of baptismal regenera- 
tion or “Baptism not essential to 
salvation.” A large book of perhaps 
230 pages. “The Coming Kingdom 
of Christ” is already most of it 
in type, the last chapters have 
been written and God willing it 
will soon be printed. Only some 
corrections and the index are yet 
to be done and the actual print- 
ing will begin, God willing. 

That is part of the story of how 
I got into the book business! 


How God Has Blessed These 
Booklets 


There can be no doubt of the 
blessings of God upon these book- 
lets of mine. Two of them par- 
ticularly, “What Must I Do To Be 
Saved?” and “Hell, What the Bible 
Says About It’ have resulted in 
people being saved, altogether 
several hundred. That is proof 
enough. But each booklet was 
written for a particular purpose 
and has abundantly proved itself 
pleasing to God, 

Rev. I. O, Engelmann translated 
“What Must I Do To Be Saved?’’ 
into Spanish, and it has been 
broadcast in Mexico by him and 
other missionaries. He also rewrote 
the book on Hell in Spanish and 
tells me that from these and other 
like books he has received reports 
of some 600 professions of faith. 
A Baptist minister in Sweden 
wrote asking permission to print 
and publish in the Swedish lan- 
guage part of my book on Bible 
Baptism. Sunday School teachers, 
mothers and jailors particularly 
have written for my book on “The 
Electrocution of Raymond Hamil- 
ton.” On the other hand preachers 
seem to be more interested in “A 
Church That God Blesses and 
Why,’ and numerous congregations 
have been founded on the simple 
plans which God has so greatly 
blessed in Dallas and which are dis- 
cussed in this book. 


Why A Religious Book Store? 

In some of the first revivals I 
ever held I was grief stricken to 
find the ignorance and indifference 
toward the Word of God. I began 
to order testaments from The 
American Bible Society and sell 
them at cost in my revivals. Hun- 
dreds ‘were distributed this way. 
Thousands of copies of Gospels 
of John were given away free to 
school children who would promise 
to read them. In these usually was 
pasted or clipped a decision slip. 
These gospels led to many being 
saved. Soon I saw that people 
were being victimized by agents 
for reference Bibles and that the 
average reference Bible did not 
have such helps and references as 
were really needed. I came in touch 
with the Scofield Reference Bible. 
I saw that the notes and helps were 
prepared by a great group of fun- 
damentally sound scholars and the 
helps were on the very pages where 
needed and that it was the only 


reference Bible with sound helps 


Mrs. Ridgway was willing to turn 
down an offer of $75.00 a week and 
work with me at a very much small- 
er income because she feels called 
of God to get out Christian litera- 
ture. We will handle only distinct- 
ly Christian literature, and even 
religious literature will not be con- 
sidered unless it is true to the Bi- 
ble in spirit and doctrine. 

In other words, the book room 
will have exactly the same purpose 
as a revival meeting and all the 
other services in our church and 
over the radio. It is part of the 
“ALL MEANS” by which the 
apostle Paul would try to save men 
if he were here today. 

Dwight L. Moody has multiplied 
his influence a thousandfold be- 
cause he established The Bible In- 
stitute Colportage Association, get- 
ting out the best sound gospel lLit- 
erature at the cheapest prices pos- 
sible. Moody had his great re- 
vivals, he had his Northfield Semi- 
nary for girls and his Mt. Herman 
Academy for boys, he had the 
Moody Bible Institute for the train- 
ing of Christian people, but these 
means were not enough, so ne 
started a religious book store and 
publishing house. Only in Heaven 
will we know how many were 
saved through this means, this part 
of the “all means” which Moody 
used to save some, 


Is It Right to Sell Books In A 
Church House? 


For many years I have been sell- 
ing booklets (and giving away 
many more) in revival services. 
Only God knows the labor and ex- 
pense I have had, and likewise only 
He knows the joy it gives to get 
out the gospel. There cannot be 
a shadow of a doubt of the re- 
sults, 

“Is it right to have a book store 
in a church house,” you ask. That 
depends entirely on the kind of a 
book store and the way it is carried 
on. If a preacher preaches only 
for money, then he is wrong. Like- 
wise, if a book store is run only 
for money then that is wrong. But 
if the preacher preaches to get out 
the gospel, then the laborer is 
worthy of his hire and should be 
paid for his preaching, and there 
is no wrong in that. So if a book 
store is run to get out the gospel 
and people buy the books, then 
there is no wrong in that. 

When Jesus drove the money 
changers and merchants out of the 
temple He said, “My house is the 
house of prayer: but ye have made 
it a den of thieves’ (Luke 19: 
46). He made a whip and drove 
out those that sold doves and oxen 
in the temple and said, “Make not 
my Father’s house an house of 
merchandise” (John 2:16). Cer- 
tainly the house of God should not 
be a den of thieves, but a house 
of prayer. If a book store is to 
be run by thieves or crooked prin- 
ciples, then of course it ought not 
to be in the church house. In- 
cidentally, it ought not to be any- 
where else. Nobody ought to have 
a den of thieves anywhere, in the 
church or out, The man who lives 
to make money ought not to carry 
on his business in the church house 
But it is equally true that he ought 
not to carry it on anywhere else, 


for the loye of money is the root 
of all evil, and when one’s heart 
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is set primarily on money making 
he is an idolater. Idolaters ought 
to be driven out of the house of 
God, but their idolatry does not 
please God anywhere else. Actual- 
ly the temple is no more. The New 
Testament says nothing about 
church houses, and New Testament 
churches had none. They met in 
the open air or in private homes 
or in the street or wherever they 
could. Jesus explained.to the wom- 
an of Samaria that true worship 
of God never is to be carried on in 
any particular temple, but in the 
spirit, in the heart. The human 
body of every Christian is now the 
temple of God on earth. Jesus said, 


"Woman, believe me, the hour 
cometh, when ye shall neither in 
this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, 
worship the Father. 

"Ye worship ye know not what: 
we know what we worship: for sal- 
vation is of the Jews. 

But that hour cometh, and now 
is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth: for the Father seeketh such 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


Mrs. Ridgway’s 


Corner 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


away that I cannot ask you about 
things, but I call it a bargain to 
spend 38 cents and benefit from the 
returns of the things you can tell 
me, 

“First, 1 miss you so much and 
the wonderful help you have al- 
ways been to me in the selection 
of just the right kind of books for 
me, for my own personal inspira- 
tion and benefit, and as well for my 
personal work among the unsaved. 
You always seemed to know just 


what was required, and would give- 


me the message my own soul 
Craved and the direct messages for 
the unsaved ones in whom I had 
Special interest at the time. I want 
you to know that I am daily pray- 
ing for you and for God’s guidance 
of you in all you do and say, and 
that you may be able to be as 
helpful to the people there as you 
were while giving of yourself, your 
talent and your time among the 
folks here. 

Again, when it comes time to 
vote, I have always felt safe in go- 
ing to you, because of your know!l- 
edge of the men and their lives and 
their purposes, and because of your 
judgment about things political. 
Would it be possible for you to 
tell me, the first time you have the 
time and opportunity, and, if you 
can tell me your preferences and 
the reasons for them, then I will 
be your messenger here while you 
are there, and tell others here 
who are just as much at sea as I 
am. If you can’t come over, then 
write me a note, because the elec- 
tion time is drawing near and some 
of the races are growing interest- 
ing. Particularly, would like to 
know your views on who should be 
Sheriff of Tarrant County. 

“Come to see us every time you 
can, and remember we are all pray- 
ing for you and for your success, 
always.” 

Letters from friends who write 
like the above, give me renewed 
Strength and courage, for I can- 
not fail with such friends praying 
for me daily. 

In politics, I never hesitated to tell 
my friends where I stood and why, 
and being away from Ft. Worth 
has. not changed me. You recall, 
of course, for whom I worked two 
years ago and as long as he per- 
forms his officialsduties as I have 
had a right to know he has done, 
then I should not hesitate to con- 
tinue that support. , 

We are getting many new Bi- 
bles and books in The Sword Book 
Room and will be able to supply 
most any book you need. The 
Sword Book Room is now the only 
Book Store in the entire Southwest 
that sells nothing but fundamental- 
ly sound books. 

We have many books here, that 
we do not have the space to auver- 
tise. Write for book circular. 


i i i i i i i i i i i a 


i i i i di hi i 
ll i ill 


} Old Time Religion Songs, 5c | 
) per copy prepaid in lots of 100 | 
} or more. New book of 50 | 
} Blood- Bought, Premillennial | 
' Gospel Songs, new and old. ! 
} 10¢ per copy, cash with order | 
) DIAGRAM OF TRUTH, 2025 | 
» Bivd., Texarkana, U.S.A. 


— =| - - 


a i i i i i a i 


a 
; 
: 


ee 


~ 
gy 
= 


Bo cote co Srp 


= sey 


Friday, July 10, 1936 


ne 


How The Wise Hearted of Israel Gave 
Offerings and Service For A 
Tabernacle That Pictured Christ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) ? 


of loving surrender. God Himself 
is love, and “Goa so loved the 
world that he gave’ the greatest 
Treasure of Heaven, His own dear 
Son! Love makes God give, yes, 
and love always demands giving. 
Mothers give because they love, 
wives give because they love, True 
love MUST give, and so a child of 
God will find giving a very im- 
portant part of worshiping God. 

ur love is measured by our giv- 

g. People recognize this instinc- 
tively, and even heathen people 
bring offerings to their idol gods 
that cannot see nor hear nor for- 
give mer answer prayer. In the 
very nature of the case any reli- 
gion -in which there is any sin- 
cerity, includes giving. Any ap- 
proach to God by a loving heart 
must be with surrendered and de- 
voted giving. God so loves and so 
gives, pouring out His blessings 
upon us continually, that one who 
has any gratitude, any love; one 
who is in anywise like God, must 
give in return of the best that he 
has, 

Preachers and Bible teachers 
then ought to teach a good deal 
about giving purely because the 
Bible is so full of it, because it 
pleases God, and because so many 
blessings depend upon it. 


“Whosoever Is of A Willing 


Heart" 


Exodus 35:5 says, “Take ye from 
among you an offering unto the 
Lord: whosoever is of a wiung 
heart, let him bring it, an offering 
of the Lord.” Only one kind of 
eg) pleases God and that is 

e giving of willing hearts. Let 
us remember that God does not 
meed our money, our gold, silver, 
brass, blue, purple, scarlet, fine 
linen, goat’s hair — or all the other 
things that are mentioned in this 
Scripture. God has plenty of them. 
If God wanted more gold He could 
make it by a thought. He has said, 
“The cattle on a thousand hills are 
mine.” He could get what you have 
without effort or make all He 
wanted, if it was the material 
things that God wanted. But all 
these gifts are incidental. The will- 
ing hearts loomed larger in the 
eyes of God than all the posses- 
sions the children of Israel had 
brought from Egypt. 

Let us notice several words in 
the verse above. First, it should 
be “an offering unto the Lord.” 


Not a collection, but an offering. 
People were to bring in offerings 
as they pleased. Nothing was to 
be confiscated. 

Second, the Scriptures say, “Let 
Him bring it.” People themselves 
are to decide about their offerings 
and all bring their offerings to 
God’s house. In the New ‘Testa- 
ment we are taught the same 
thing, “Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him 

ve” (II Cor. 9:7). 

‘In many churches it is the cus- 
tom to send canvassers out to se- 
cure pledges from the people. ‘In 
other cases the deacons or finan- 
cial sccretary is expected to go 
from house to house collecting 
money to pay the pastor’s salary 
or other expenses. In countless 
instances Sunday School children 
are given cards, boxes, banks or 
other devices and urged to go out 
and solicit funds from every 
chance acquaintance. Thus the 
general public is led to conde- 
scendingly give a few pennies to 
God who is made to appear broke 
and an object of charity! How far 
that is from the spirit of this Scrip- 
ture and from the teaching of the 
Bible: 

In Plainview, Texas, sevéral 
years ago I was assistant pastor 
and in charge of the finances of the 
church. One gooa man had given 
me authority to write a check on 
his account each month for a cer- 
tain amount, and so I did for a 
while. But it was revolting to me 
and finally I told him I would 
write no more checks on him. If 
he wanted to give anything to the 
Lord, he could write his own checks 
and turn them in. He said, “Why 
go ahead, I am perfectly willing 
for you to have the money, I just 
don’t want to be bothered with it. 
I don’t want to have to remember 
to give it each month.” I told him 
that God did not want his money 
on that kind of basis. If it was not 
worth his loving care and thought- 
fulness, then he shouldn’t give it. 
Real giving should be from the 
heart, an expression of remem- 
brance and devotion and gratitude. 
Let every reader know that God 
doesn’t need your money. He wants 
your love, your trust, and your 
attention. God wants you to de- 
cide for yourself how much you 
should give and where you should 
give it. He wants it to be an 
honest expression of your love and 
an acknowledgment of your debt 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


to God. It should be proportionate 
giving for that reason. God wants 
you to bring it yourself. That is 
the reason that I do not like the 
business of having an official budg- 
et and canvassers and pledge cards 
and duns and publishing of the 
names of those who give, to praise 
them, or publishing of the names 
those who do not give, to shame 
them. 


Many, Many Kinds of Gifts 


Think of all the different things 
mentioned here for the tabernacle. 
God would be pleased to have the 
people bring their metal whether 
it was gold or silver or brass, their 
cloth whether of blue or purple or 
scarlet or linen or mohair, their 
hides whether ram’s skins or 
badger’s skins, their shittim wood, 
oil, spices, or their onyx stones. 
It is a happy thing that every 
Christian has something tnat God 
can use. Every Christian can take 
an offering, 

The man who did not have gold 
could bring silver or the one who 
was poorer than either, who had 
only brass, could give that for they 
much needed brass, brass for the 
great brass altar and for all the 
vessels on it..I am glad God needs 
both gold and silver and brass! 
If a man had nothing, but an ax 
he was willing to search and choose 
to search ana sweat, he could find 
a fine shittim tree and out of that 
cut, chop, and plane and carve the 
beautiful wood out of which the 
Lord's ark of the covenant was to 
be made, and then overlaid with 
gold! 

If a woman wanted so badly to 
give but had no money, no gold, 
nor precious stones, at least she 
could weave fine linen or make the 
mohair cloth of goat’s hair. Notice 
that God wanted “fine linen.” God 
wants the very best we can do. I 
can imagine how carefully the flax 
was spun into thread and then 
woven on the hand so carefully, 
slowly, painstakingly, every thread 
in place. The linen must be finished 
fine enough to go to Jehovah who 
led them out of Egypt. 

There was something that every- 
body could give. One had a few 
sweet spices and another had olive 
oil that would do for the lights. 
Perhaps all that another could do 
was to bring his sheep and the 
skins of the ram would then be 
dyed red, blood red, and help make 
one of the coverings of the taber- 
nacle. 

How foolish people are who do 
not give because they are poor! 
Your gift may represent more love 
than that of another man who has 
more to give. God has been as 
good to you as to him. Christ died 
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PAGE THREE 


for you the same. Perhaps you 
have more peace of mind, or” hap- 
pier home or a stronger body. God 
wants what you have, because He 
wants YOU. So the rich and the 
poor alike, everyone has something 
to give and can give in proportion 


“as God has prospered” (II Cor. 
16:2). 
Understanding Giving, Spiritual 


Giving 

All these things were to be given 
“of a willing heart” or as Exodus 
25:2 says, “willingly with his 
heart.”” It seems certain, therefore, 
that as the people brought these 
offerings they had a fairly clear .uea 
of what they were for and what 
they typified. When giving comes 
from a heart that the Holy Spirit 
has made wise, it must be more 
pleasing to God. I know that Jesus 
was toi ched and pleased so greatly 
when i ar, anciuted Iiim just be- 
fore His trial and crucifixion, and 
the thing that pleased Him was 
that “Mary wnderstood!” Jesus 
said, “For in th if : ae huh powe! 
this ointment on my vody, sne 
did it for my burial.” And Jesus 
said that wherever the gospel was 
preached, this deed of, Mary’s 
should be told. Another might give 
Him just as expensive a gift, but 
it would not be as sweet to the 
Lord Jesus unless it came from a 
heart that understood that He must 
go to the cross and be buried, Mary 
had the Spiritual insight to see 
that Christ would die for sinners, 
and her loving heart brought the 
oil ahead of time, having in mind 
His burial! She had this spiritual 
understanding, and that is what 
God wants Christians to have when 
they give. 

Those Israelites who gave their 
gold from the heart, must have 
understood that gold would picture 
the deity and glory of Christ. The 
gold on the ark of the covenant 
would picture the presence of God. 
The golden candlestick would pic- 
ture Christ the light of the world. 
All the more lovingly they gave, 
knowing its meaning. That is giv- 
ing from the heart. The silver they 
gave would be used for the sockets 
of silver to hold up the boards of 
the tabernacle: The boards of 
shittim would be overlaid with gold 
and the gold would represent the 
deity of Christ, the wood His 
humanity. This gold could not 
touch the earth but there must be 
some mediatorial metal between 
the gold and the earth. And be- 
tween a just and holy God and a 
sinning race of mankind, there 
must be the God-man, Jesus Christ 
who can mediate between the two 
and make peace. Suver is for re- 
demption. Those who gave silver 
would give it with all the more 
loving hearts when they realized 
it pictured our Redeemer, Jesus 
Christ, the mediator between God 
and man, 

The brass was for judgment and 
everyone, who gave uid bar oO. 
brass, understanding, that it would 
go into the big brdss altar where 
the sacrifices were slain, realizing 
that this altar pictured the judg- 
ment of God on sin, yea, really 
pictured Jesus on the cross, our 
Sacrifice undergoing the judgment 
and wrath of God for man’s sins — 
one who gave his brass with that 
in mind would gladly give it from 
the heart, and as he brought his 
bar of brass he would bring him- 
self in love to Christ as Saviour! 


The blue and the purple, and 


i scarlet, and fine linen and the 


ram’s skins and the badger’s skins, 
all pictured Jesus. The blue is for 
the Heavenly One and pictures 
deity. Purple is for the Royal One 
for kins wear purple, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ is not only God, but 
He is king and will reign on the 
earth. The scarlet is a picture of 
the sacrifices and in the tabernacle 
it pictured again and again the 
death of Christ. Ram’s skins dyed 
red point to the Lamb of God dying 
for man’s sins. Fine linen wove 
with such careful fingers represent 
the perfect righteousness of Christ, 
the robe that covers the nakedness 
of every guilty sinner who has 
trusted in Him. The goat’s hair 
must have reminded these of the 
scape-goat upon which the priest 
laid his hands, laying on him the 
sins of the people, and that pictures 
Christ our Scape-goat. 

The coverings of the tabernacle, 
the blue and the fine linens and the 
ram’s skins dyed red, and last of 
all, the badger’s skins, all of these 
were pictures of Christ, 

I can that as some 
wise-hearted hunter sought out and 
found the badgers in their holes 


The Blessing of a 
Book, Bible House 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


to worship him. 

"God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth’ (John 4:21-24). 


The important matter is not now 
any house but the heart. A home, 
a warehouse, a theatre building, 
a street corner, a tent or a brush 
arbor — all these are just as truly 
the house of God, when used for 
real worship by Spiritually-minded 
Christians as the finest temple in 
the land. God is not now concerned 
primarily with houses. He is con- 
cerned with men’s hearts. in Acts 
17:24 Paul declared to the super- 
stitious Athenians, 

"God that made the world and 
all things therein, seeing that he 
is Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands.’ 

A plasterer finishes the walls of 
a church house and is paid for his 
honest labor. That is not making 
the house of God a house of mer- 
chandise. A preacher preaches the 
gospel and the people in their of- 
terings provide for his needs. The 
money is brought, bills are 
changed, and yet that does not 
make it a house of money changers 
nor a den of thieves. So when a 
Scofield Bible or one of Moody’s 
sermons is sold in a book store or 
in a church house it is not dese- 
crating the house of God, 


Sunday morning, June 28th, the 
Fundamentalist Baptist Church 
voted unanimously to provide room 
for The Sword Book Room under 
Mrs. Ridgway’s direction. As soon 
as possible, a prominent store 
building should be secured on Jef- 
ferson Street, More Bibles and good 
Christian books could be sold there 
over the counter in a retail shop- 
ing district, but a church house is 
a mighty good place to get out:the 


gospel, and we ought to get it out | 


like Paul. So I sell books along 
with revivals, radio preaching, re- 
ligious papers and personal work 
that like Paul “I might by all 
means save some.” 


and killed them and carefully 
dressed and tanned their hides, 
that such a one as he prepared his 
gift, saw a likeness of the Christ 
who “Hath no form nor comeli- 
ness; and when we shall see him, 
there is no beauty that we should 
désire him” (Isaiah 53:2). The 
man who prepared his gift with 
a wise and Spiritual heart would 
come to know the secret riches of 
the Saviour which were hidden 
from the ungodly, and when giv- 
ing his gift he could hardly avoid 
giving Hittiself: While giving of 
things these Israelites gave from 
their hearts and so they must have 
understood the meaning of the 
gifts they brought. Their gifts 
would be infinitely dearer to God 
because of their understanding of 
the eternal and blessed meaning 
attached to each one. | 

The man who brought oil for the 
lights lit in seven lamps which 
never went out must know that 
Christ is the light of the world and 
that in His earthly ministry He 
was endued without measure with 
the Holy Spirit, for the oil is for 
the Holy Spirit. Those who brought 
the beaten spices for the olive oil 
must have understood about the 
fulness of the Spirit and under- 
stood how the children of Israel 
in that dispensation as well as ours 
could be and needed to be endued 
with the power of the Spirit of God. 
How wise they were, if they really 
gave these things from the.heart 
as God commanded! "o you sup- 
pose that they pounded the 
spices and mixed the sweet incense 
that they got a glimmer at least 
of the sufferings of our Saviour 
and His anointing for burial? Do 
you think that the incense that 
would be put in a golden censer by 
the high priest entering the holy 
of holies — did they know that this 
pictured the prayers of the saints 
and the intercession of Christ, and 
that our God is a prayer-hearing 
God and that He delights in the 
cry of His pecple? I personally 
believe they did. If they geve 
from their hearts, then they came 
to know God better and to de- 


light in His love and call upon Him | 


joyfully as they gave. 
I can imagine that as some of 


the princes of Israel brought their 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) ‘ 
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How The Wise Hearted of Israel Gave 


Offerings and Service For A 
Tabernacle That Pictured Christ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 83) 


onyx stones and the other precious 
stones for the ephod of the priest 
and for the breastplates of the 
high priest set in twelve stones rep- 
resenting the twelve tribes of Is- 
rael—iI can imagine that these 
precious stones representing Is- 
rael, fastened on garments of a 
high priest picturing Christ, led 
them to understand that Israel was 
graven on the heart of God and 
borne on the shoulders and breast 
of the Saviour!. By faith they must 
have seen what Paul declares in 
the llth chapter of Romans that 
God will not cast away His people, 
Israel whom He has foreknown ana 
whom He has loved! 


Don’t you see that if one is to 
give with the heart one must give 
with prayerful meditation and with 
the Holy Spirit leading and ac- 
cording to the Word of God? 

Pray much, then, about your gift. 
Maybe it is small, but God gave 
it to you and God wants you to 
decide where it ought to go, 
Prayerfully take it to God and 
find His will, 

The other day an offering of $10 
came from a man to be used in my 
work of getting out the gospel. 
With the offering came a letter 
Saying that the donor had at first 
intended to send on $5.00 and send 
the other $5.00 somewhere else. 


But God put in his mind a certain | 
Scripture which Aed him to believe | 
it should all come to me. | 

All those who pray much about) 
their giving can tell you of many, | 
many times of sweet, definite lead- | 
ership by the Spirit of God and) 
how they later learned that the 
money came just at the time need- 
ed and in definite answer to prayer. 

I believe in designated giving, in- 
stead of giving to a large and gen- 
eral budget. I think the Bible way 
of giving is not so much to put 
money in the budget carelessly each 
Sunday and dismiss the matter 
from your mind, aliowing it to be 
distributed by some official board, 
and then by the headquarters of 
the denomination, and then by 
various denominational agencies. 
No, no! Instead I believe the Bi- 
ble way is like Christians were 
‘led of God to send an offering to 
Paul the aged and send it they did 
by the hand of Epaphroditus, or a 
church being stirred by the preach- 
ing of Paul, Christians sent by his 
hands and Barnabas’ an offering 
to the poor saints at Jerusalem. 
I believe that giving, to best please 
God, should come from understand- 
ing hearts who meditate and pray 
and find exactly the will of God 
about their giving, and give where 
and how much and when the Holy 
Spirit leads. 

Again and again I have prayed 
and God has sent the definite, ex- 


act amount of money that was} 


needed at the time. And very, very 
often He did it by direct leader- 


» Ship of those who gave. And the 


money came without solicitation or 
without any warning ahead of 
time. Giving that pleases God 
should be understanding giving, 
willing-hearted giving, spiritually- 
minded giving, giving directed by 
God Hmself. In other words God 
wants more than the gift. He 
wants all the care, all the loving 
attention, all the prayerful medi- 
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tation that should be envolved 
when a child of God loves God and 
gives Him an offering. Spend some 
time when you give and under- 
stand God’s will in your giving. 

I can believe that a dollar when 
it is given with prayer and tears 
and the earnest desire that it win 
a soul to Christ, and given just 
where the Holy Spirit leads in 
order that it may get out the gos- 
pel the fartherest, that dollar will 
surely win more souls than ten 
that are carelessly disposed of 
wherever it is convenient so as 
to clear your conscience. God wants 
giving from the heart. 


W ise-Hearted Spirit Filled Workers 
Needed 


God is not content for people to 
give only their possessions. Many 
a man can do more with his hands 
than with his pocketbook or can 
do mor®@ with his voice than with 
a check, and God wants both. So 
after the description of the gifts 
that were to be brought the Lord 
had Moses tell the people of the 
wise hearted laborers that were 
needed. Exodus 35:10-29 says: 


"And every wise hearted among 
you shall come, and make all that 
the Lord hath commanded; 

"The tabernacle, his tent, and 
his covering, his taches, and his 
boards, his bars, his pillars, and his 
sockets. 

"The ark, and the staves thereof, 
with the mercy seat, and the veil 
of the covering, 

"The table, and his staves, and 
all his vessels, and the shewbread, 

“The candlestick also for the 
light, and his furniture, and his 
lamps, with the oil for the light, 


“And the incense altar, and his 
staves, and the anointing oil, and 
the sweet incense, and the hang- 
ing for the door at the entering in 
of the tabernacle, 

"The altar of burnt-offering, 
with his brazen grate, his stones 
and all his vessels, the laver and his 
foot, 

"The hangings of the court, his 
pillars, and their sockets, and the 
hanging for the door of the court, 

"The pins of the tabernacle, and 
the pins of the court, and their 
cords, 

"The cloths of service, to do 
service in the holy place, the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest, and 
the garments of his sons, to min- 
ister in the priest's office, 

"And all the congregation of 
the children of Israel departed 
from the presence of Moses. 

“And they came, every one 
whose heart stirred him up, and 
every one whom his spirit made 
willing, and they brought the Lord's 
offering to the work of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, and for 
all his service, and for the holy 
garments. 

"And they came, both men and 
women, as many as were willing 
hearted, and brought bracelets, 
and earrings, and rings, and tab- 
lets, all jewels of gold; and every 
man that offered an offering of 
gold unto the Lord. 

"And every man, with whom was 
found blue, and purple, and scar- 
let, and fine linen, and goat's 
hair, and red skins of rams, and 
badger's skins, brought them, 


"Every one. that did offer an of- 
fering of silver and brass brought 
the Lord's offering: and every man, 
with whom was found shittim wood 
for any work of the service, 
brought it. 

"And all the women that were 
wise hearted did spin with their 
hands, and brought that which 
they had spun, both of blue, and 
of purple, and of scarlet, and of 


fine linen. 


. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


"And all the women who ‘6 


heart stirred them up in wisdom 
spun goat's hair. , 

"And the rulers brought onyx 
stones, and stones to be set, for 
the ephod, and for the breast- 
plate; 

"And spice, and oil for the light, 
and for the anointing oil, and for 
the sweet incense. 

"The children of Israel brought 
a willing offering unto the Lord, 
every man and woman, whose 
heart made them willing to bring 
for all manner of work, which the 
Lord had commanded to be made 
by the hand’ of Moses." 

"  -—— Exodus 35:10-29. 


Wise hearted workers! As giv- 
ing must be from the heart, so 
service must be from the heart, 
too, Jesus said that God is a Spirit 
and they that worship Him must 
worship Him in Spirit and in truth. 
Do you believe God takes delight 
in a song of praise on a phono- 
graph record? Well then, does He 
care about a song of praise that 
comes from the lips only? Do you 
believe He is pleased when a jani- 
tor sweeps the church house with 
no praise, no prayer, no gift of 
himself? Do you believe that any 
service is pleasing to God except 
as it comes from the heart? Cer- 
tainly not. | 

Notice that the Lord required 
in verse 10 that the workers should 
be “wise hearted.” Verse 21 tells, 
“And they came, every one whose 
HEART stirred him up, and every 
one whom his spirit made willing.’ 
Verse 22 tells how they brought 
their offerings, “As many as were 
willing hearted.” Verse 25 tells that 
the women that did the work were 
“wise hearted.” Verse 26 says, 
“And all the woman whose heart 
stirred them up in wisdom spun 
goats’ hair.’ Verse 29, too, says 
that the service and the offerings 
must be from the heart, “Every 
man and woman whose HEAR’ 
made them willing.” Preachers 
whose hearts do not delight in their 
ministry, who grow professional 
and mechanical, must be an abom- 
ination to God, And ail of us are 
tempted to do that. I have seen 
the time when a humble convert 
seemed gladder to come to the 
house of God to hear me preach 
than I was to preach, I have seen 
the time when a humble, ignorant 
Christian had such a desire for the 
salvation of sinners and such tears 
as he sought them as to put me, 
his pastor, to shame. Paid workers 
cannot do all the work God wants 
done. God had high priests, but 
the high priests were not enough. 
God solicits and reserves the labor 
of every one whose heart makes 
him willing. People cannot pay 
the preacher, then, to do their soul 
vinning. If a preacher spends his 
time in the ministry, “the laborer 
is worthy of his hire,’ and, “They 
which preach the gospel should live 
of the gospel,” (I Cor, 9:14), the 
Scripture says. But all the others 
who really love God should go in 
loving and willing service. 


I believe there is a holy ministry 
in song and that some gospel sing- 
ers should spend all their time in 
this ministry and be supported by 
the gifts of the people. But surely, 
surely God wants every one who 
has a voice to sing to serve Him 
in loving praise. Serving God is 
not a matter of office. It is a mat- 
ter of loving hearts, 


Too often preachers do not 
preach because they are not hired, 
they are unemployed because they 
do not have a job. That ought not 
to be. As long as there are hungry 
hearts to be preached to, the man 
whose heart God has touched 
should preach. I think it is well 
to have paid life guards on the 
beaches and full time soul savers 
in the churches, but every -swim- 
mer should be quick to rescue the 
drowning. And every child of God 
should work diligently and. joyful- 
ly to win souls to him. Real service 
to God must come from the heart, 
trained or not trained, in official 
position or not, 


Do you .mave at willing, loving 


heart? Then y will have the 
best equipm in the world to go 
and do se > The best gift is 


not money and the best service is 
not talent. Man looks on the out- 
ward appearance, but God looks at 
the heart. It is my prayer that God’ 
will stir our hearts to so love God 
and so give ourselves in loving 


cevotion that He may be pleased 
to accept not only our money and 
our voices and our hands, but 
accept our heart’s devotion with 
joy, as He accepted the gift of the 
Israelites and the anointing at the 
hands of Mary before His burial. 


"They.....First Gave Their Own 
Selves to the Lord” 


This giving from the heart is 
blessed giving. Paul delighted in 
the giving of the churches of Mac- 
edonia for that reason. Il Corin- 
thians 8:1-5 tells the story. They 
gave out of their poverty and our 
of the “abundance of their joy.’ 
‘They had poverty, they had attfuc- 
tion, but their joy in the Lord 
was so great that they gave, and 
their giving “abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality.” People 
who are poor in purse put rich in 
love can be aboundingly liberai. 
After all, the cause of Cnrist never 
suffers because people do not have 
money, it suffers because they u. 
not have enough love. God, when 
He puts His biessings upon a gift, 
will make it go far enough, ir it 
be given in loving liberality. What 
we need to do is, like the Cnristians 
of Macadonia, to first give our own 
selves to the Lord, and unto His 
preachers by the will of God as 
they gave themselves to God and 
to Paul, 

. The Israelites in the wilderness 
gave themselves! Consider their 
poverty, a race of slaves. About all 
they had, we suppose, they had 
gotten by borrowing from the 
tigyptians when they left Egypt, 
but whoever had anything God 
could use, brought it and he who 
had wisdom of heart gave his serv- 
ices. 

Their giving was so abundant 
and so delightful that in Exodus 
36 we are told how they brought 
offerings every morning until final- 
ly Moses ~gave a command and 
caused it to be proclaimed through- 
out the camp that the people be 
restricted from giving because they 
had already brought too much! 

Exodus 36:4-7 says: 

“And all the wise men, that 
wrought all the work of the sanc- 
luary, Came every man from his 
work which they made; 

“And they spake unto Moses, 
saying, “The people bring much 
more than enough for the service 
of the work, which the Lord com- 
manded to make. 

“And Moses gave commandment, 
and they caused it to be proclaimed 
throughout the camp, saying, Let 
neither man nor woman make any 
more work for the offering of the 
sanctuary. So the people were re- 
strained from bringing. 

“For the stuff they had was suf- 
ficient for all the work to make it, 
and too much.” 

And that is the kind of offerings 
that please God. 


Mrs. Ridgway Re- 
fuses Big Offer 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


to Detroit, but Mrs. Ridgway re- 
fused to consider leaving her pres- 
ent position with The Sword of 


the Lord, The Word of Truth, and 


The Sword Book Room, believing 
as she does, that God has led her 
here. 

Mrs, Ridgway in her present 
work is getting far less than the 
salary offered her elsewhere. Real- 
ly she will pay her own way and 
more. When I recall how she took 
another paper, $8,000 in debt, 
pulled it out of the hole and made 
the paper and book store seif sup- 
porting, when I see her zeal for the 
Word of God and for soul winning, 
and when I see, too, the profound 
admiration for her on tne part 
of those who know her, I thank 
God for the coming of Mrs. Ridg- 
way to help us. 

Let those who read this paper 
pray with me for the business de- 
tails. Mrs, Ridgway will take a 
thousand problems off my shoulders 
if God prospers her. The circula- 
tion and advertising of the papers, 
the distribution of my own writings, 
and also the best Christian litera- 
ture and Bibles she will carry on 
continually so that my mind and 
heart and energy can be given to 
the preaching of the Word. Please 
pray that God win give her wis- 
dom, will raise up friends, and 
will help us to get in touch with 
readers and will make the business 
policy of the papers and The Sword 
Book Room pleasing to God, and 
prosperous. 
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A Letter To A 
Baptist Pastor 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


and answers prayer the same is 
beneficial to the faith of the people. 

“You ask, 3: ‘Do you believe that 
God's plan provides for the mirac- 
ulous display of power as Christ 
and aposties experienced ?’ 

Yes, I do believe that is God's 
plan and the promises of God cer- 
tainly say so. For instance, John 
14:12 certainly says exactly that. 
‘He that believeth on me, the works 
that I do shall he do also; and 


greater works than these shall he - 


dao; because I go unto my Father,) 
certainly means that anybody who 
has enough faith will do the same 
work that Christ did, and sincé 
His ministry was cut short as to 
time, some could have mwoie wv 
them. I believe that Scripture at 
simple, face value. I do not claim 
to have any special power, I just 
clasm to believe all the Bible. 

“Again, Jesus in Mark 9:23 said, 
‘All things are possible to him that 
believeth.’ I know that ‘all things’ 
include miracles, and I must take 
the Bible at face value it I am 
to be a true Baptist and a true 
Christian. Old time Baptists once 
believed all the Bible, and I still 
do. 

“Again in Mark 11:23, Jesus cer- 
tainlly said that miracles would be 
possible to anybody who had 
enough faith. ‘Whosoever’ in that 
passage certainly means just wnac 
‘whosoever’ in John 3:16 means. 
One who believes the Bible has no 
choice but to believe that miracles 
are possible today if one has faith. 

“INow in fairness, I ask you to 
write me, whether or not you be- 
lieve these passages of the Bible: 
John 14:12; Mark 9:23; and Mark 
11:23? Do you believe what Je- 
sus promised in these verses? Deo 
you believe that ‘all things’ means 
all things? Do you believe that 
‘whosoever’ Means whosoever? Ih 
other words, do you believe Jesus 
meant just what He said, and do 
you accept it as still true? I am 
Sure you will be glad to tell me 
your position as I am glad to tell 
you mine. 

“Fourth, you asked, ‘Do you be- 
lieve that miracles such as walk- 
ing on water, calling fire down 
from heaven, raising the dead, 
closed with the apostalic age?’ 

“In answer, I will say that the 
Bible nowhere says anything of the 
kind and I do not believe it. How- 
ever, such miracles are recorded 
in the Bible, we only know of one 
case of walking on water (Jesus 
and Peter) only two or three of 
calling down fire from Heaven, and 
of the apostles, only Peter and Paul 
ever raised the dead. I do not bee 
lieve that such miracles should be 
any more common today than 
then, but I do not believe them im- 
possible with God, even in this day. 
There is nothing in the Bible to 
indicate that God either cannot or 
would not answer prayer exactly 
the same in such matters if we had 
enough faith. And that is what 
the. Scriptures plainly say which 
I mentioned to you before. 

“Brother , 1 write you 
frankly and kindly and I hope you 
will write me just as frankly about 
your belief. I would certainly be 
grieved to learn that a Baptist 
preacher like yourself had been led 
away from our historic position of 
believing all the Bible. 

“Hoping to hear your position 
clearly so as not to misjudge you, 
and praying the blessings of God 
upon you, I am, 

“Your brother in Christ, 
John R. Rice” 
——_Q9——_—_— 


“But as it is written, Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of ’ 
the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him.” 


— I Cor. 2:97 
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